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INTRODUCTION
REFERENCES
This poster highlights the importance of citizen
participation in Peruvian high schools. This
poster explains the surrounding elements (two
sets of factors) that encourage youth to be
more engaged and committed to civic activities.
More significant, this poster indicates the
effects of political acts of citizen participation,
which are also useful and necessary in
democratic societies.
Photo taken by Giancarlos Seminario. Fe y Alegría high school students (2018) 
This research proposal points out the reasons
to promote citizen participation in Peruvian
high schools. There are two factors that affect
Peruvian high school students' participation in
civic activities: school curricular requirements
and extracurricular engagement in civic
activities.
There is a combination of reasons to promote 
Peruvian high school students‘ civic 
participation: civic participation content, 
devoted teachers, engagement in civic groups 
and thriving families for democratic values.
CONCLUSION
Political acts of citizen participation in youths: 
• Acquisition of high-quality civic information
to understand and discuss (Quintelier, et al.,
2013; Lenzi, 2012)
• Critical thinking skills to be aware of their
social realities and local issues (Schulz, et
al., 2018)
• Strong motivation to play a role within their
communities (Spring, et al., 2006;
Jacobsen& Casalaspi, 2018).
• Leadership skills to address local/national
and world issues (Herczog, 2016)
• Becoming citizens that will look for different
ways to get involved, intervene and carry
out changes. (Pruitt, 2017).
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POLITICAL 
ACTS OF 
CITIZEN 
PARTICIPATION 
IN YOUTHS 
Committed 
teachers to 
democratic values 
who inspire youths 
to participate
Courses and activities 
inside classroom that 
provide contents about 
participation
Civic engagement in 
social organizations: 
youth organizations, 
community organizations, 
and local associations.
Families that 
encourage children 
and youths to 
practice democratic 
values 
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AGES
GENDER
TOTAL
WOMEN MEN
From 10 to 14 years old 1 324 118 1 289 309 2 613 427
From 15 to 19 years old 1 217 519 1 204 959 2 422 478
TOTAL 2 541 637 2 494 268 5 035 905
Source: National Population Census 2017. National Institute of Statistics and Information Technology (Instituto
Nacional de Estadística e Informática -INEI). Table generated by proposal authors using source data. Total 
Census population: 29 381 884
According to the International Civic and Citizenship Education Study 2016 (ICCS 2016), there are “ways in
which young people are prepared to undertake their roles as citizens” (Schulz, et al., 2018, p. 14). In this
study, 24 countries participated in ICCS 2016 from Europe, Asia, and Latin America (Schulz, et al., 2018).
PERU: First time to participate in the ICCS 2016
• 5166 high school students (14 years old)
• 206 public schools
Peru’s Civic knowledge Result
• 438 points - Level C, below Chile and
Colombia (482). Average of 517 pt.
• Just 34, 8% students recognize democracy as a
political sytem (Schulz, et al., 2018).
Source: ICCS 2016 Data Base (Schulz, et al., 2018, p. 75)
